Influence of heparin and calcium chloride on assay, stability, and recovery of factor VIII.
The influence of heparin alone or in conjunction with calcium chloride on the coagulation assay for factor VIII, on the stability of factor VIII in blood and in plasma, and on the recovery of factor VIII in cryoprecipitate and in an intermediate purity concentrate was investigated. A stabilizing effect of heparin and calcium on factor VIII activity in blood and plasma could be confirmed. We were, however, unable to make use of the higher activity that can, under certain circumstances, be recovered in the cryoprecipitates; this was mainly due to the poor solubility of cryoprecipitates prepared from heparinized blood. Heparin (or the absence of a calcium chelator) also interferes with the recovery of plasma components other than factor VIII.